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August 9, 2020 

 

Gathering: Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.  

Psalm 19 

Centering time & Preparation for the word  

Hearing God’s Word:  

Romans 8:18-30 

Responding to God’s Word through Prayer   

Today’s prayer comes from the Dutch Reformed tradition.                                                                     

O Lord God, Creator above us, Spirit within us, Lord ahead of us, open us to yourself, that 

we may become transparent to ourselves. Make us masters of ourselves, that we may be 

the servants of others. In the name of Jesus Christ, we bless you for the gift of our lives.     

We bless you for the invisible fibers of loyalty and trust that bind us to the people we love 

and care for, for fidelity in our marriages, for care and love for our children, for the gifts 

you’ve allowed us to discover within ourselves, and for the gifts other people have given us 

by giving of themselves. We bless you for useful jobs to do, for leisure to enjoy, for fun to 

have, for homes to live in, for bodies to touch, for love to share. We pray to you for our 

friends and the people we care about, for people whose life has somehow become boring 

and lusterless, whose marriages have lost their tenderness, whose health is poor, whose 

hope for the years ahead is dim, and whose death is near. We pray for peace. Let all who 

think lightly of making war be converted to think strongly of making peace. We pray for 

people for whom today is another day of trying to find something to eat, for people in our 

world for whom  today is another day lived under the yoke of oppression, for people who 

have no friends and are desperately lonely, for people who have lost somebody so close to 

them that they are almost dying with grief, and for people today who are dying. O Spirit of 

Christ, give us a joy that outlasts our sorrows, give us a hope stronger than the despair of 

our discouragement, and give us a new belief that we have reason to rejoice –to be glad for 

who we are because you made us and gave us life, and all we have is a gift from you. In the 
name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior, Amen. 

Blessing 
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